
 
SECOND GRADE LITERACY: BENCHMARK EXPECTATIONS TOWARDS MEETING STANDARDS 

Reading: Foundational Skills NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Know and apply grade-level phonics and 
word analysis skills in decoding words. 

● Distinguishes long and short vowels 
when reading regularly spelled 
one-syllable words 

 

● Begins to decode regularly spelled 
two-syllable words  

● Decodes words with common prefixes 
and suffixes 

 

● Decodes regularly spelled two-syllable 
words  

● Knows spelling-sound correspondences 
for additional common vowel teams 

● Applies phonics and word analysis skills 
taught to decode unfamiliar words 

● Recognizes and reads 
grade-appropriate irregularly spelled 
words 

Reading: Literature and Informational 
Text 

NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text.  

● Asks and answers who, what, where, 
and when questions about  key details in 
text 

● Asks and answers who, what, where, 
when, why, and how  questions about 
key details in texts 

 

● Asks and answers questions such as 
who, what, where, when, why, and how 
to demonstrate understanding of key 
details in a grade level text 

Determine the central message or main 
topic of a text.  

● Retells stories including events from the 
beginning, middle, and end of the text 

● Begins to understand the central 
message or lesson of a text 

● Identifies the main topic 
● Identifies supporting details about a 

topic 
● Identifies the main topic of specific 

paragraphs within the text 
● Determines the central message or 

lesson of a text 

● Identifies the main topic of a 
multi-paragraph text 

 

Describe how characters in a story 
respond to major events and challenges or 
describe the connection between a series 
of events in a text. 

● Uses key details to identify characters, 
setting, and all main events using details 
in text. 

● Uses key details to Identify characters, 
setting and, all main events, including 
the challenges a character faces in text 

● Describes how characters in a text 
respond to major events and challenges  

● Describes the connection between a 
series of events in a text 

Describe how words and phrases supply 
rhythm and/or meaning in a story, poem, 
or song or determine the meaning of words 
and phrases in a text.  

● Identifies words or phrases in a text that 
suggest feelings 

● Begins to use  context clues to help 
identify unknown words or phrases 

● Identifies words or phrases in a text that 
suggest character traits 

● Uses context clues to help identify 
unknown words or phrases 

● Determines the meaning of a new word 
formed when a known prefix is added to 
a known word 

 

● Describes how words and phrases 
supply rhythm and/or meaning in a 
story, poem, or song 

● Determines the meaning of words and 
phrases in a text 
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Describe the overall structure of a text or 
use text features to locate information  

● Understands that the beginning of a 
story introduces the characters and 
setting 

● Describes the actions that occur at the 
ending of the story 

 

● Knows and uses text features to locate 
key information and facts in a text 

● Knows that actions in the story help lead 
to a resolution 

● Describes how the beginning of a a text 
introduces the story and the ending 
concludes the action 

● Knows and effectively uses text 
features to locate key information and 
facts in a text 

Identify the main purpose or point of view 
of a text.  

● Recognizes that authors write for a 
purpose  

● Identifies different points of view in 
stories  

● Identifies the main purpose of a text, 
including what the author wants to 
answer, explain, or describe 

● Identifies the main purpose of text, 
including what the author wants to 
answer, explain, or describe 

Explain how specific images contribute to 
the meaning and/or clarify a text. 

● Describes information gained from 
illustrations and images 

● Uses illustrations and images  to 
describe the characters, settings, events 

● Explains how specific images contribute 
to the meaning and/or clarify a text 

● Uses information gained from 
illustrations and images to answer 
questions about a text 

Compare and contrast two or more 
versions of the same story and/or texts. 

● Compares and contrasts the adventures 
or experiences of characters in two or 
more texts 

● Recognizes the most important points in 
a text 

● Compares and contrasts the adventures 
or experiences of characters in two or 
more versions of the same story 

● Compares the most important points in 
two texts on the same topic 

By the end of year, read and comprehend 
literature and informational texts in the 
grade 2 text complexity band proficiently, 
with scaffolding as needed at the high end 
of the range.  

● Uses a variety of word-solving strategies 
● Reads text with accuracy, appropriate 

rate, and expression 
 

● Uses a variety of word-solving strategies 
with increasing efficiency and 
independence 

● Reads with phrasing, attention to 
punctuation, and expression 

● Uses context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition 

 

Writing and Language  NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Communicate ideas in writing.  
 

● Recounts a well-elaborated event or 
short sequence of events 

● Include details to describe actions, 
thoughts, and feelings 

● Begins to use transitional words to 
signal event order, and provide a sense 
of closure 

● With guidance and support from adults 
and peers, focus on a topic and 
strengthen writing as needed by 
revising and editing 

● Introduces a topic 
● Uses facts and definitions to develop 

points 
● Provides a concluding statement 

 

● Introduces a topic or book they are 
writing about 

● States an opinion 
● Supplies reasons that support an 

opinion 
● Uses linking words to connect opinion 

and reason 
● Provides a concluding statement or 

section 
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Demonstrate a command of the 
grade-level conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

● Uses collective nouns (e.g., group). 
● Forms and uses frequently occurring 

irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, 
children, teeth, mice, fish). 

● Uses reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, 
ourselves) 

● Uses adjectives and adverbs, and 
choose between them depending on 
what is to be modified 

● Forms and uses the past tense of 
frequently occurring irregular verbs 
(e.g., sat, hid, told) 

● Produces, expands, and rearranges 
complete simple and compound 
sentences (e.g., The boy watched the 
movie; The little boy watched the 
movie; The action movie was watched 
by the little boy) 

Demonstrate a command of the 
grade-level conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing.  

● Uses commas in greetings and closings 
of letters 

● Uses an apostrophe to form 
contractions and frequently occurring 
possessives 

● Capitalizes holidays, product names, 
and geographic names 

● Generalizes learned spelling patterns 
when writing words (e.g., cage → 
badge; boy → boil) 

● Consults reference materials, including 
beginning dictionaries, as needed to 
check and correct spellings 

Speaking and Listening NOV MAR JUN 

Participate in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about grade 2 topics 
and texts with peers and adults in small 
and larger groups. 

● Participates in collaborative 
conversations with peers and adults, 
speaks audibly and takes turns to 
speak with multiple exchanges 

● Actively participates in collaborative 
conversations with peers and adults, 
speaks audibly, expresses ideas 
clearly and and takes turns to speak 
with multiple exchanges 

● Actively participates in collaborative 
conversations with peers and adults, 
speak audibly, expresses ideas clearly 
and listens with care, and takes turns 
to speak with multiple exchanges 
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